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It’s No Laughing Matter \ 


T= editorial department of this paper has 

been having great fun writing and furbish- 
ing a story which touches the risibilities in 
every paragraph. We refer to the account cf 
what has become of a block of British real estate 
near Ward Road.in Hongkew, still acknowledged 
by the Japanese. to be part of the International 
Settlement. The Japanese army has gone into 
the laundry business in a big way, confiscating 
house 25, 27, 29, 53, 55 and 57 on Liaoyang Road, 
in and around which a miniature railway con- 
nects the washtubs with the Municipal Market, 
now a huge drying stage. 

The Metropolitan Land Investment Company. 
Limited, owners, have protested time and asain 
through the help of British Consular authorities. 
But to no avail. Both the real estate firm and 
the International Settlement have become 
unwilling, but not silent, partners in the wash 
business of the Japanese army. The Imperial 
Army won’t budge from its ‘“no-tickée-no- 
washee” preserves. With a half million uni- 
forms to clean, there seems little prospect of 
their moving Cag fora ce = 


Wwure btiay are cnnied in sitet is ordinari- 
ly considered a very commendable 
enterprise, they are far from cleaning up the 
reputation the army has made for itself in 
arousing the wrath of nearly every foreigner in 
its path. This is in- contrast with. the pious 
promises made by their spokesmen and states- 
men to the effect that respect for foreign rights 
and intefests in’ China is held nearest their 
hearts. That Ugaki in Tokyo should be tellirig 
Ambassador Craigie how every last tittle of 
British. interests will ‘be jrespected and 
relinquished if “mistakenly” occupied, we behold 
the army hanging on to British property nine 
months after the hostilities moved away. The 
owners of the block had thanked their lucky 
stars that, except for some burning, the Kéuses 
had come through the ordeal in the vicinity 
entact. But. they reckoned’ without the “con- 
auerors of Shanghai.” 
"We. gather that the officers responsible for 


utilizing these houses have given some bland 
answers to the many protests. Yet, there can 
be only one answer. They should pick up their 
soap, suds and soiled uniforms and betake 
themselves to parts where they may, with some 
grace, install themselves by right of conquest if 
they must! Then the fancy pledges their 
spokesmen and apologists have been giving 
with. regard to respecting American and British 
rights may begin to mean something....by 
leave of whatever warlord controls the Shang- 
hai zone at present. 
* % % 
Freo™ Past experience, we have a feeling that 
if the Imperial Japanese Navy were in 

command of Hongkew, they would not be break- 
ing into foreign property and setting up 
laundries, barracks, beer parlors or anything 
else. The navy has been around a bit, generally 
recognizes the difference between 2 foreign flag 
and a string of confetti and, on the whole tries 
to live up to promises made by the foreign office. 
They know that Hongkew, despite appearances, 
does not form part of the spoils of war, won by 
the army....and that the long forbearance of 
foreign powers ovet the abuse of their property 
rights and privileges does not connote weakness. 

They realize these things because if there 
should-be a day of reckoning it fs the navy 
whick would be out in front. .So0 they 
cannot be expected to share the army’s devil- 
may-care attitude. But most of all, the navy has 
special obligations in Hongkew which the army 
has not. The army doés not belong there and the 
navy does. It is that past of the Settlement 
which has been entrusted to the Japanese, 
Imperial Navy to “defend;” their part of the. 
Shanghai Defense Forces line. Neither appeals. 
to honor, righ‘: or the pledges, of. their ‘country 
can budge the army from squatting | on’ ‘foreign 
property. Maybe the navy can do ‘something 
about it. Or is it-too much to Hope that, the atihy 
might. become ashamed of the Chinése laundry- 
men’s role it is’ playing —before ‘the - eyes: ‘of 
pee and on foreign property?" 
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Enquiries show that the properties referred to 
in the Ta Mei Wan Pao of 2.9.38 are not, as stated in the 
article in question, owned by the Shanghai Land Investment 
Company but are in fact, the property of the Metropolitan 
Iand Investment Company (British}, 17 The Bund. 

It is learned that these properties which consist 
of model factories, have been utilised by the Japanese for 
the purpose of operating 4 laundry catering to the Japanese 
Army. fo facilitate the removal of soiled uniforms & 
light railway has been constructed along the Municipal foot- 
path from the Liaoyang oad Market, the collection centre, 
to the laundry situated in the factories. 

Representations were made by the Metropolitan 
Land Investment Company to H.B.M. Consulate General who in 
turn lodged a strong protest with H.I.J.M. Consulate General 
but without avail, it being understood that the representative 
of the latter consulate had stated that he was very sorry that 
the consular authorities could not interfere with the 
operations of the military and that in any case it was 


impossible that the uniforms remained unwashed. 
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a Charge 


Ta Mei Wen Pao published the following comment on Gepte2 3- 


u¥ AND FO GN_PRO 


In connection with the problen of the real 
estate belonging to British subjects in the neighbourhood 
of Ward Road, Hongkew, it is reported that the Japanese |; 
have confiscated houses Nes. 25, 27, 29, 53, 55 and 57 || 
Liaoyang Road and thet a light railwey has been built 
in the vicinity. At the request of the Shanghai Land 
Investment Company, & British concern, the British 
Consulate=General in Shanghai has opened strong negotiations 
over the matter, 

It is obvious that the action of the Japanese 
army is contradiotory to the statements made by Japanese 
spokeamen that the interests of foreigners would be ; 
respectede In order to preserve their reputetion, the 
Japanese should at once remove to the areas where they 
have right of residences Thia will lend sincerity to 
their apologicse 

Japanese naval units are stationed in 
Hongkew to protect their residents, 4s rogards the 
Japenese amy, nothing can be done to prevent it from 
trespassing upon property owed by foreignerse 
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